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Matthew  
True Greatness

Matthew 19 & 20 | True Greatness

Matthew 19:20-26 (ESV)
The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I 
still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect , go, sell 
what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young 
man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to 
you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom 
of God.” When the disciples heard this, they were greatly 
astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus 
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looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.”

Luke 19:9 (ESV)
And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 
house”

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (ESV)
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work.

Matthew 20:20-28 (ESV)
Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with 
her sons, and kneeling before him she asked him for 
something. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said 
to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your 
right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” Jesus 
answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you 
able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We 
are able.” He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at 
my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 
those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” And when 
the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. But 
Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers 
of the Gentiles Lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even 
as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.”
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Godly leaders lay down the right to:

1. Self-Absorption: When we grumble and complain about our 
situation we focus more on our work than God’s

2. Comparison: We ignore God’s grace in our lives to focus on 
the status of others

3. Presumption: We assume rewards forgetting every blessing 
is a gift

Matthew 19:29-30 (ESV)
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will 
receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. But many 
who are first will be last, and the last first.
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