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Matthew 21
My Cornerstone

Matthew 21: My Cornerstone

Matthew 21:33-44 (ESV)
“Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who 
planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a 
winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and 
went into another country. When the season for fruit drew 
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And 
the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the 
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first. And they did the same to them. Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, 
let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they took him and 
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. When therefore 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who 
will give him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, 
“Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I tell 
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on 
this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on 
anyone, it will crush him.”

Excellence is stewardship over God’s vision and His provision

Romans 9:30-32 ESV
What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue 
righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is 
by faith; but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to 
righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. Why? 
Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based 
on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone.

These aren’t a fruit of a setting, they’re the fruit of the Spirit

1 Peter 2:1-5 ESV
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy 
and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure 
spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you come to 
him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are 
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being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.

We are living stones. Immensely costly, taken out of our pit of 
sin, and placed perfectly in God’s temple to enable the flow of 
his Spirit.

Acts 4:11-14 ESV
This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, 
which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in 
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” Now when they saw 
the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 
recognized that they had been with Jesus. But seeing the man 
who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to 
say in opposition.
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