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Matthew | Week 1 | God’s Purpose 

God uses WHOEVER he wants, WHENEVER he wants, 
HOWEVER he wants to bring about his purposes in the earth 

Genesis 38:12-18 ESV 
In the course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s daughter, died. 
When Judah was comforted, he went up to Timnah to his 
sheepshearers, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. And 
when Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is going up to 
Timnah to shear his sheep,” she took off her widow’s garments 
and covered herself with a veil, wrapping herself up, and sat at 
the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. For 
she saw that Shelah was grown up, and she had not been 
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given to him in marriage. When Judah saw her, he thought 
she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. He turned 
to her at the roadside and said, “Come, let me come in to 
you,” for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. 
She said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to 
me?” He answered, “I will send you a young goat from the 
flock.” And she said, “If you give me a pledge, until you send it
—” He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” She replied, “Your 
signet and your cord and your staff that is in your hand.” So he 
gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by 
him. 

Genesis 38:24-26 ESV 
About three months later Judah was told, “Tamar your 
daughter-in-law has been immoral. Moreover, she is pregnant 
by immorality.” And Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be 
burned.” As she was being brought out, she sent word to her 
father-in-law, “By the man to whom these belong, I am 
pregnant.” And she said, “Please identify whose these are, the 
signet and the cord and the staff.” Then Judah identified them 
and said, “She is more righteous than I, since I did not give 
her to my son Shelah.” And he did not know her again. 

God uses WHOEVER he wants, WHENEVER he wants, 
HOWEVER he wants 

Joshua 2:1 ESV 
And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim 
as spies, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” And 
they went and came into the house of a prostitute whose 
name was Rahab and lodged there. 

Joshua 2:12-13 ESV 
Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that, as I have 
dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my father’s 
house, and give me a sure sign that you will save alive my 

http://cornerstone.one


Cornerstone Church SWK Sunday, October 29, 2023

cornerstone.one Page  of 3 3

father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong 
to them, and deliver our lives from death. 
[Message Point] 
God uses WHOEVER he wants, WHENEVER he wants, 
HOWEVER he wants 

Ruth 1:16-17 ESV 
But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from 
following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge 
I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my 
God. Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May 
the Lord do so to me and more also if anything but death parts 
me from you.” 

Ruth 4:11-12, 17 ESV 
Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, 
“We are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman, who is 
coming into your house, like Rachel and Leah, who together 
built up the house of Israel. May you act worthily in Ephrathah 
and be renowned in Bethlehem, and may your house be like 
the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, because of 
the offspring that the Lord will give you by this young woman.” 
And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, 
saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him 
Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

God uses WHOEVER he wants, WHENEVER he wants, 
HOWEVER he wants 

“You must see value in yourself before you add value to 
yourself” -John Maxwell 
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